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The True Meaning of Christ’s First Coming (Part 9)

Jesus came the first time to deal with sin, and to pay the price for it. Jesus is coming the second
time to set up His kingdom on earth, and to bring peace and order to this troubled planet.
These two lines of prophecy are woven all the way through the Bible. The Apostle Peter says
that the Spirit testified beforehand "of the sufferings of Christ" and "of the glory that should
follow" (1 Peter 1:11). Jesus Christ came nearly two thousand years ago and lived and died to
save men and women from Hell. Jesus Christ is coming again to redeem creation, to glorify the
church, and to rule with a rod of iron (Revelation 19:15-16).

When Jesus came the first time, the world was ripe for His coming. The conditions on earth
were ideal for penetrating the world with God's program of salvation. Alexander the Great,
through his world conquests, had spread the Greek culture and language across the
Mediterranean world. Greek was the universal language, and so people did not have to spend
years studying new languages before they could preach in other parts of the world. The Romans
had conquered most of Europe and the Mideast, and had built roads and established a
monetary system which eliminated the need for travel visas and money exchanges when going
from country to country. People were tired of the philosophies of paganism and as a result
were hungering for truth about the great mysteries of life here and hereafter. The world was
ripe for the first advent of our Saviour.

Just as the world was ripe for the first coming of Jesus nearly twenty centuries ago, so the world
is ripe for the second coming of Jesus in our day. Every sign indicates that our world is ripe for
the second coming of Jesus. Jesus predicted that violence would increase and lawlessness
would abound as the age draws to a close. He said that people would be eating food and
getting married and engaging in business, and not paying much attention to the lateness of the
hour (Matthew 24:36-39). Our day might well be described as "The night before the second
Christmas." And on that second Christmas day, when Jesus comes again, we are going to be like
Him. Our redemption will be complete. Wars will cease and peace will reign on the earth.

From Erlinda Cruz:

How we expect to see the second return of Jesus! How Jesus must be desiring to return for His
bride and His people.
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